
 

Climate change: The public health response

   
   
   
Abstract:

There is scientific consensus that the global climate is changing, with rising surface temperatures, melting
ice and snow, rising sea levels, and increasing climate variability. These changes are expected to have
substantial impacts on human health. There are known, effective public health responses for many of these
impacts, but the scope, timeline, and complexity of climate change are unprecedented. We propose a public
health approach to climate change, based on the essential public health services, that extends to both
clinical and population health services and emphasizes the coordination of government agencies (federal,
state, and local), academia, the private sector, and nongovernmental organizations.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2253589   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Author(s): Frumkin H, Hess J, Luber G, Malilay J, McGeehin M
Year: 2008

Journal: American Journal of Public Health. 98 (3): 435-445
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 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content
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Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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